Welcome to our June newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers
I hope this newsletter finds you and your loved
ones in good health and coping with the current
Coronavirus crisis. This letter will be the first (and
hopefully last) one we ever send to you without
the vast majority of our students attending for a
single day in the last half-term. Despite this, there
have been many activities continuing, fantastic
work being undertaken and supportive
conversations happening between parents, carers,
students and staff over the last few weeks. At
times like this I am struck by the determination and
resilience of the young people in the Ninestiles
community and you will see writ large within this
newsletter examples of our values of Commitment
and Achievement.
Our other core value is, of course, Respect, and the
seismic events of the last few weeks, which began
with the murder of George Floyd, have placed this
value at the centre of our thoughts. Ninestiles is a
diverse community made up of students from a
wide range of ethnic backgrounds and religions
who speak a huge variety of languages! This
diversity is at the very heart of our greatest
strength and the respect and tolerance shown for
each other at Ninestiles is humbling. That is not to
say we always get it exactly right, and in this time
of change we must reflect on how we can better
represent our student body in the curriculum we
study, the books we read and the choices we make,
but know that we are committed to fighting racism
in all and any of its forms and to show that Black
Lives Matter.

I passionately believe that education is the
greatest tool we have to change the world and so
as we work to raise the level of knowledge and
understanding of inequality in our society, I urge
you to do the same. Watch the news and discuss
events with your child, read about what is
happening in the world, and support us in helping
to come out of lockdown and this time of change
as a more tolerant, supportive and just society. I
was very proud to read the Summit Learning Trust
statement, which you will find on our website,
reiterating our stance as a wider community.
I understand that many of the events of recent
weeks will have been difficult for students and
their families to cope with. You will find support
materials and signposting to relevant agencies on
our website; please take advantage of these and
contact the school if there is anything further we
can do to help.

At this time, please spare a thought for our Year 11
students who would have been in the midst of
their examination season now. Their hard work will
be rightfully reflected in the results they pick up in
August and we will have a suitable celebration for
them when circumstances allow.
Finally, our Year 10 students return very soon in
small, socially distanced groups. School is not the
same without our students and we’ve missed them
immensely and I know I speak for all our staff when
I say we can’t wait to see them return!
Best wishes,
Alex Hughes
Principal

Maths News
Ninestiles pupils have been impressing us with
their dedication to maths over the lockdown
period! As a school, we have answered 250,000
questions since the end of March, at an average of
over 150 questions per pupil. Gurdeep Singh in
Year 7 has answered the most questions
individually, while Mr Mace’s Year 7 X Band class
has the highest average.
Many pupils have been trying to become an
official Guinness World Record holder through
Times Tables Rockstars. We won’t know the
results for a few weeks, but there will be another
chance to win next year if we don’t get the record
this time.

Remember!

The UK Maths Trust’s Junior Challenge is moving
online this year – sixty pupils in Year 7 and Year 8
will be attempting the challenge at the end of
June, and we’re hoping for some great results.
Keep up the good work, everyone!

Year 7 Update
This half term has been unlike any other! I have
been incredibly proud of how Year 7 have risen to
the challenges that the school closure has brought
them. For me, the main highlights have been the
feedback that I have received from members of
staff regarding the exceptional work that students
have been completing week in, week out. Similarly,
I set Year 7 the task to write a welcome letter to
the Year 6 students joining us soon. This gave them
the opportunity to reflect on their first year at
secondary school, identify the hurdles that they’ve
overcome and most importantly, offer valuable
advice to the new members of our school
community. Being able to send praise postcards
home to students who have gone that extra mile in
these difficult circumstances has been an absolute
pleasure.
Take care everyone.
Miss Simpson (Director of Year 7)

MFL News
MFL students have continued to work well over
the past term and are completing a range of tasks
from home. Year 10 French and Spanish students
have most recently started a grammar booklet to
reinforce the key tenses studied at GCSE. There
have been some fantastic optional activities sent
to staff too, with students researching and
creating fact files about Cameroon and El
Salvador, amongst others. We are also delighted
to confirm that we have recently renewed our
subscription to www.linguascope.com. The
Beginner section in the Linguascope website is
particularly useful for Key Stage 3 students, to
recap what they have been learning at home and
includes a range of interactive games to reinforce
their studies. Students should contact their tutors
or their MFL teacher for the new login details.
À bientôt! ¡Hasta pronto!

RE News
With lockdowns and restrictions in place in many
countries across the world, religious celebrations
have taken a different form this year.
In recent weeks, we saw Easter on 12th April, with
Christians all over the world watching video
streams of services. In South Korea, where
Coronavirus is less prevalent, Christians were able
to meet, while wearing face coverings and keeping
socially distant. On 13th April, Sikhs and some
Hindus celebrated Vaisakhi. There were expected
to be 100,000 people attending celebrations in
Handsworth Park. While this year’s parades and
normal celebrations were cancelled due to the
Coronavirus, people celebrated online – with the
Golden Temple in Amritsar being one notable
stream – and by taking food to people’s houses,
instead of them coming to the Gurdwara. On the
evening of 23rd May, Eid-ul-Fitr began for Muslims.
Normally, Small Heath Park hosts Europe’s biggest
celebration, but that was not possible this year.
With people unable to meet at mosques or others’
homes, celebrations happened virtually and with
family within the household.

students about in Key Stage 4, when learning
about Buddhist practices. Meditating daily has
helped me maintain more positive mental health
and has allowed me to practice areas of the
curriculum we teach. I would definitely
recommend anyone to try mindfulness and
meditation out!"
Term dates for 2020/2021
Autumn Term 2020:
Tuesday 1st September to Friday 18th December
Half Term—W/c 26th October
Spring Term 2021:

Monday 4th January to Thursday 1st April
Half Term—W/c 15th February
Summer Term 2021:
Monday 19th April to Wednesday 21st July
Half Term—W/c 31st May

This period has been very challenging for everyone.
One way stress and anxiety can be reduced is
through mindfulness and meditation, which is
encompassed within the RE curriculum. One
member of the team has been trying it out for
themselves:

Inset Days:

Ms Fisher says, "Part of my new routine
incorporates 10 to 20 minutes of meditation per
day. Often, I use an app on my phone which
incorporates elements of Samatha (calming) and
Vipassana (insight) meditation, which we teach

1.

Tuesday 1st September 2020

2.

Wednesday 2nd September

3.

Friday 27th November

4.

Monday 4th January 2021

5.

Thursday 1st April

6.

Monday 21st June

Year 10 Update from Miss Wright
“In the middle of every difficulty lies opportunity” –
Albert Einstein

The past few months have been a testing time for
everyone, and we have faced uncertainty and
challenges never seen before in our lifetimes. Yet, I
am so proud of the way most Year 10 students have
risen to this challenge, and seen this as an
opportunity to focus on their own learning needs,
tailoring their studies, and personalising their
education.
Mrs Liburd (Vice Principal) and I, conducted an
online Teams meeting with three of our Year 10
students. It was interesting to hear how they have
been coping with lockdown, and see how their
experiences differed from each other. We also spoke
about how we can support students at home, and
when they return to school, which has given us
plenty of food for thought.
As teachers, we have striven to offer a wealth of
resources to enable home learning across all
platforms: There are lessons on our online learning
platform SharePoint, free videos and tests on
GCSEPod (for all subjects), and endless mathematical
support in the form of Hegarty Maths. For those with
limited internet access, we have also provided work
packs that can be collected each half term. I do hope
that your child has been able to make use of these
resources, to enable them to continue consolidating
their learning, and generate new knowledge, ready
for their GCSEs next year.

Recently, I have been inundated with fantastic
work from students, and have been sending out EPraise postcards to those who have shown
dedication to their studies whilst on lockdown. The
work produced in Media Studies, History and Art &
Photography deserves a special mention, as
students have really gone above and beyond!
Trinity Gandee (10-7) wrote a 2000-word essay on
media production techniques (described by Ms
Ridding as “spot on”).
Abigail Martin (10-9) and Reem Asem Mohammed
(10-5) have created some beautiful photography &
art work. Rabbit by Abigail and giraffe & face by Reem.

You should now be aware that Ninestiles will be
reopening to small groups of Year 10 students from
15th June. We have worked hard to ensure the
safety of students whilst in school, and thorough
risk assessments have been conducted, with
procedures put in place to minimise the risk to
both staff and students. We will be conducting
English, Maths and Science “masterclass” sessions,
with the new school day being 9:30am – 12:30pm.
If you require any further information regarding
groups, etc., please speak to your child’s form
tutor.
On a final note, it is important to understand that
there is still an amount of uncertainty as Year 10
move towards becoming Year 11. I am concerned
for those students who have completed little work
during lockdown, and I encourage parents, carers
and students to think about the future, and the
impact that this absence of work and commitment
will have on GCSE grades and College/
Apprenticeship prospects. Students currently have
the opportunity to shape their education around
their own strengths and weaknesses. However,
they will need support and encouragement from
home in order to do this.
I do hope that you all remain safe and well. Keep
up the good work, Year 10!
Miss N. Wright
Director of Year 10

History News
As with everyone else, it was sad to say an early
goodbye to our wonderful Year 11 History
students and we wish them all the best for the
future. We have been uploading information onto
SharePoint about A Level History and we are
thrilled to hear that a large number of our
students are continuing with History at A Level.
We have also been pleased with some of the
home learning that has been taking place and the
standard of work received has been excellent. Our
History home learning superstars are:
Mr Young - Yr. 7: Samayah Nazir, Yr. 8: Sachpreet
Kaur, Yr. 9 Mariyam Khan, Yr. 10: Najah Omary
Mrs Finn - Yr. 8: Maria Noori and Verrisha Sohal,
Yr. 9 Khadija Uddin, Yr. 10 Husnain Razaq
Miss Harris - Yr. 8: Lydia Green, Yr. 9 Esther Slater
and Mohammed Sufyan, Yr. 10: Murtaja Tahir
Miss Awojobi - Yr. 7: Abdimalik Ahmed, Yr. 8: Sana
Arif , Yr. 9: Olivia Miles
As part of our GCSE course, students look at the
health of the people through time and we have
been looking at various horrible diseases such as
the Black Death, Great Plague, cholera, typhoid,
Spanish flu and Aids and comparing them to Covid
19 to look at the impact of different diseases
throughout time and how the government has
responded to them.

We have also been encouraging students to take
advantage of the interactive tours that museums are
holding during lockdown, such as the secret annex
where Anne Frank hid for more than two years
during WW2:
https://www.annefrank.org/en/anne-frank/secretannex/
And The National Museum of Natural History
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour
Year 8 have been looking at the abolition of slavery
and the Civil Rights Movement in America and with
the awful events happening around the world today,
there has never been a more important time to think
about how far we have come in the world and how
everybody should be treated equally regardless of
colour, race, religion, gender or sexuality
#BlackLivesMatter.

Geography News
On Friday the 5th of June 2020 the Geography
team and people all over the world celebrated
World Environment Day!
The foods we eat, the air we breathe, the water
we drink and the climate that makes our planet
habitable, all come from nature. For instance,
each year, marine plants produce more than a half
of our atmosphere's oxygen, and a mature tree
cleans our air, absorbing 22 kilos of carbon
dioxide, releasing oxygen in exchange. Despite all
the benefits that nature gives us, we still mistreat
it.
World Environment Day, hosted by Colombia this
2020, is the most renowned day for
environmental action. Since 1974, it has been
celebrated every year on 5 June: engaging
governments, businesses, celebrities and citizens
to focus their efforts on a pressing environmental
issue. This year, the theme is biodiversity, a
concern that is both urgent and existential. Recent
events, from bushfires in Brazil, the United States,
and Australia to locust infestations across East
Africa, and now, a global disease pandemic,
demonstrate the interdependence of humans and
the webs of life in which they exist. Tweet
@GeographyNines2 with a picture or a statement
on what you have done for our planet this year!

Year 8 Update
Who would have thought at the start of this
academic year that we would be finishing the school
year with 17 weeks of lockdown of various sorts and
a whole new concept of what our daily lives are like!
During lockdown, I have received some fabulous
emails from teachers telling me of some of the
fantastic work that Year 8 have been producing.
Students have had to quickly adapt to the difficulties
and challenges of working from home, not to
mention the surreal events that lockdown has
brought.
For some, lockdown has been quite challenging and
difficult. Some of you may feel a little isolated, as
you've not been able to see family and friends. Some
of you may have found it incredibly difficult to
motivate yourselves and may not be feeling at your
best. Please know that it’s OK to admit that you have
found things tough; many people across the country
will have felt like this too. If these feelings apply to
you, or members of your family or friends, please
visit the school website and search ‘emotional
health’ for information and advice to support you.

News from the Art, DT and Food Technology
Departments
The Art, DT and Food departments would like to
say a huge well done to all the pupils who have
embraced their creative side during lock down. We
have seen some fantastic sketching, detailed
designs, delicious looking food creations as well as
some phenomenal photography. We include some
examples for you to look at. If you have been
creative in any way during your time at home,
please do send photos to your Art, DT or Food Tech
teacher. Equally if you have not had a go at
anything creative yet, why not give it a go now?

Amrit
Rehal,
Year 9

As we head towards the summer break, I’d like to
wish everyone all the best. Here’s hoping the return
to school see us all happy, healthy and well. Stay
safe!

Aqeelah
Adams,
Year 10

Rebecca Hodges,
Year 7
Keziah Reid, Year 7

Rahim Mahmood, Year 7

At the beginning of lockdown, Ms Davies asked
students to cook a dish at home and send her a
photo. She is overwhelmed by the number of
students who have been helping out at home and
continuing with their cooking skills. It is so
wonderful to see so many buddying chefs in the
making! So keep up the good work, and enjoy
cooking; we can’t wait to see what you are going
to make next!

