Welcome to our April newsletter
Dear Parents and Carers
As we reflect on another extraordinary term, I
wanted to start by saying a heartfelt thank you to
the many members of our community who have
supported us in implementing effectively our
remote provision and then our full return to
school from Monday 8th March. It is a real credit to
you, our students and the hard work of our staff
that, since our return, we have seen excellent
attendance by students and a firm commitment to
returning to their full time studies as quickly as
possible.
As we return again after Easter it is important that
we again reinforce the high standards and
aspirations that we all share for our students. This
means high levels of attendance, arriving on time
in the morning and showing respect for our fellow
students by being in the correct uniform at all
times. A letter reminding families of our
expectations was emailed on 1st April, which
provides a host of information to support all
students to be the very best versions of
themselves and to help them reach their true
potential.
Everyone at Ninestiles recognises that this may
well have been a very difficult time for many
members of our community and I wanted to take
this opportunity to remind you of the many
avenues of support we are delighted to be able to
provide. For our students, we have a wide variety
of help on hand including our school counsellor,
learning mentors, pastoral managers, directors of
year and, of course, form tutors.

Should your child need support in any way as we
continue to emerge from lockdown then please
encourage them to speak to a staff member. We
are also keen to support our families and local
community; if there is any way we can support
you, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. If we
cannot help directly then we will certainly be able
to point you in the right direction.
You will again see in this newsletter the fantastic
work that has been accomplished, even during
the lockdown. The good news stories in here are
a real testament to the commitment of
everybody involved and the fantastic
achievements we
celebrate together.

Best wishes
Alex Hughes, Principal

Rest of the School Year: Term Dates

Return to school - Monday 19th April, 8.30am
May half term holiday - w/c 31st May
Term ends - Wednesday 21st July, 3.00pm
Inset Day - Monday 21st June

Performing Arts News
Verbatim Theatre
Over lockdown our Year 9 students were working
on a Verbatim Project - Verbatim Theatre creates
script from real life voices and dialogue. The
students were asked to explore lockdown
experiences by interviewing their friends and
family, developing an understanding of different
perspectives. As a result of this, the students were
able to empathise and relate to those who may
have struggled through lockdown. This was a great
opportunity for students to create an environment
where they felt comfortable in expressing their
worries and concerns. Lydia has produced an
excellent piece of work which helped her to create
a script based on her family’s lockdown experience.

The Performing Arts department has started to
deliver the Bronze Arts Award to a select group of
Year 7 students. The Arts Award is recognised by
the Regulated Qualifications Framework and offers
the students an opportunity to develop their
leadership skills, creativity and understanding of
the arts. The students will be assessed by an
external moderator who focuses on their progress
in their chosen discipline and how well they can
lead a practical workshop to their peers. The Year 7
students are extremely excited and enthusiastic
about starting this course and we wish them lots of
luck!

The UK Maths Challenge results are in!
Congratulations to all pupils who entered the UK
Maths Trust Intermediate Challenge. Harry Cremins
(Year 10) achieved the Best in School award, with
Gold certificates also being awarded to Tanbir
Akhtar and Mariyam Khan (Year 10) and Musa Shah
(Year 11). Kaitlin Mooney received the Best in Year
award for Year 9. Overall, we achieved 4 Gold, 9
Silver, and 17 Bronze – an excellent achievement
for all involved!

Book recommendations

The Girls’ Network
On 20th March, Year 10 students, Olivia and
Unaisah, were guest speakers at a virtual event
with Birmingham City University. The girls
discussed their experience with The Girls' Network
Mentorship Programme, of which they’ve been
members this academic year, and shared how
their mentors have helped them. Unaisah has
learnt to write professional emails and has
attended workshops on building self-confidence,
which she says have helped to broaden her
horizons when considering options for future work
experience. Unaisah's mentor couldn't be more
proud of her. For Olivia, the programme enabled
her to try something new and different, and she
shared that the highlights of her experience are
the offer of 'amazing work experience
opportunities', building self-confidence and
making decisions about a future career. Olivia’s
mentor described her as ‘an incredible individual’.
English Speaking Union - Regional Finals
Ninestiles took part in the Regional Final of the
English Speaking Union on 17th March. This was
the furthest we have ever been in the competition
and the students did wonderfully.
They were up against some of the best students in
the country and, though our students did not
make the final, they did make us incredibly proud.
Well done Mikial Ahmed, Elise Blake-Pearson and
Meena Ahmadzai.

The Careers Handbook by DK
Publishing

Not really sure what to do with your
life after school? Do you have a
passion but can’t work out how to
make a career out of it? The Careers Handbook is
here is help!
This indispensable guide is ideal for teenagers and
students considering options after school.
Whether you want to become a nurse or computer
games developer, a chef or cyber-security analyst,
or you simply have no idea, this book is your
ultimate careers source. Combining a user-friendly
approach with a cool graphic design, The Careers
Handbook is like having your very own career
coach.
All The Things We Never Said by Yasmin Rahman
(Suitable for 13+ Years)

16-year-old Mehreen Miah's anxiety
and depression, or ‘chaos', as she
calls it, has taken over her life, to the
point where she can't bear it any
more. She joins Memento Mori, a
website that matches people with
partners and allocates them a date and method of
death - 'the pact'. Mehreen is paired with Cara
Saunders and Olivia Castleton, two strangers
dealing with their own serious issues. As they
secretly meet over the coming days, Mehreen
develops a strong bond with Cara and Olivia, and
discovers a mutually supportive friendship that
makes them realise that, with the right help, life is
worth living.

Girls in Engineering
As part of British Science Week and to celebrate
International Women’s Day, a group of 32 Year 8
students took part in a ‘Girls in Engineering’ event
on Wednesday 17th March.
The fantastic session allowed students to find out
more about what it is like to be a woman in
Engineering and other STEM subjects. Students
also had the opportunity to hear from female STEM
Ambassadors, take part in a team challenge and
find out about pathways to progress into a career
in STEM subjects.

MFL News
The MFL team was very excited to welcome back
all students after lockdown and was thrilled to see
their enthusiasm in lessons. Since students have
returned, they have taken part in our MFL Poster
Competition which highlighted the benefits of
speaking another language. We had some
excellent entries and judging was very difficult this
year!

Year 7 students have been learning about school
this half term and Year 8 students have been
discussing what they do in their free time. Year 9
students have been explaining their future career
plans whilst considering the options process and
our KS4 students have been working towards
revision and preparing for their upcoming
assessments. Our GCSE Japanese students continue
with their outstanding commitment in and after
school. It has been a very positive return to school
for our students in the MFL department and we
look forward to seeing what they can achieve after
the Easter break.

Equality and Diversity Art Work
Sonu Sethi
Year 10
GCSE Photography
Urban Landscape

Sana Khan
Year 11
GCSE Art
Silk Canvas

Mia Salt
Year 11
GCSE Art
Silk Canvas
Divine
Munhuashati
Year 9
Art
Pencil Portrait

Attiya Rashid
Year 11
GCSE Art
Silk Canvas

Umair Saleeh
Year 11
GCSE Art
Silk Canvas

Elliot Clifton
Year 11
GCSE Art
Silk Canvas

Karima Sultana
Year 10
GCSE Art
Acrylic Canvas

Reem Asem
Year 11
GCSE Art
Silk Canvas

Tegan Hinckes
Year 10
GCSE Art
Pencil drawing of Billie
Holliday

Work Related Learning & Careers Update March 2020
A range of student virtual event/activities has been sent out to Year 10 & Year 11 students.
Marketplace | Birmingham Careers Service – Everything under one place – training, colleges, apprenticeships, careers
advice, templates.
School
Website
Update

Student Careers section on the website
has been updated. Students can access
Work Related Learning activities, Career
Programme for KS 3/4, Post 16, Parent
& Community section, Career and
Labour Market Info and how to register
for the Alumni, Grofar and more....

Student Careers – Ninestiles An Academy

Twitter
Updates

Keep up to date with the latest careers
information, trends, and upcoming new
initiatives.

Ninestiles Careers @ninestilesTeam

Grofar
Careers
Platform

Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 should have
received their Grofar Career Platform
invitations:

Grofar - Careers Service, Work Placement, and Work
Experience Software

1. Register details
2. Set up your profile
3. Complete Careers Action Plan

The school is about to start using an innovative new careers
system called Grofar. Grofar will provide students with a
range of web based tools to assist them in their journey
through school and towards career choices. These include
tools such as:






Career
Interviews

1:1 Career Interviews with Year 11
students are ongoing and we are able to
support students with college
applications, course queries and trainee
apprenticeships.
During the careers interview, students
receive a personalised Action Plan,
which they can discuss with
parent/guardian.

Alumni

Next term

Want to join the Alumni network as a
member and contribute to school
activities in many different ways? If you
are an ex-student, work for a business
and want to get involved, we would
love to hear from you.
We will be planning Virtual Work
Experience for Year 10.

Careers Action planning
Skills profiling
Research tools
Careers diary and events
Work experience

All of these tools are housed on the Internet in the Grofar
Student Portal and can be accessed from any Internetconnected computer or mobile with a web-browser. No
special software is required. Please remind your child to
register – the deadline is 18th April 2021.
Refer to College/grammar/sixth form list on the website
with deadlines
Deadlines are fast approaching so students need to register
with at least 2 colleges and update their Grofar Career
Platform account by the end of March 2020. If you need to
meet the Careers Team, come along at lunchtime or after
school.

Click here to sign up: https://links.grofar.com/27817Alumni-v1vr6X
The Careers Team will be in touch with you throughout the
year when planning our activities.
Mock interviews, Employability workshops and a Careers
Fair coming soon….

